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     Those of you that have been members of this group for a few years, know 

that I have been attempting for over 2 ½ years, to have Medicare pay for CEA 

testing.  It have been an interesting journey.  I think that I have learned 

much more about the Medicare system than I really cared to know.  I do want to 

report that I was finally successful.   I know that most of our members are not 

on Medicare.  However, I also know that most insurance companies use the 

standards set by Medicare to set their own payment standards.  By explaining 

what I have done over this 2 ½ years, I hope that it might help some of our 

members obtain payment for their CEA testing. 

     My first attempt was to have NCD 190.26 (The National Coverage 

Determination that covers CEA testing changed.)  This NCD mentions Colorectal 

Carcinoma, and a few other types, but not MTC.  Throughout recent history, only 

5 NCDs have been  challenged, and only one was successful.  If you go to 

www.hhs.gov/dab/complaints.html you will see the list.  Mine was the last on 

the list, A-07-106.  On the very bottom of the page, you will see a link to the 

dismissal ruling  on my case.  I submitted piles of evidence.  The attorneys 

defending for Medicare requested numerous delays, ( 9 Months worth), because 

they could not find any evidence to use against my case.  Finally, they decided 

to defend the NCD by changing the interpretation.  In short, they stated the 

NCD did not preclude MTC testing, it was just not mentioned.  All that was 

necessary, was to show medical necessity, which is a letter from your doctor 

stating that you have MTC.   By doing this,  the case was dismissed.  Since the 

new interpretation was actually a win for MTC testing, I was able to have the 

Appeals Board publish the Dismissal Ruling.  In the past, the Board has never 

published a dismissal order, but they did in this case.   If you read this 

ruling, pages 5,7, and 8 are the meat of the ruling.  These can be used to help 



prove your case.  This document can be used to help you gain payment for CEA 

testing.  It was my hope that by changing the NCD, obtaining payment would be 

easy.  Unfortunately, while the new interpretations will eventually make 

payment possible, the process is still cumbersome.   

 

     Page 8 and 9 of the Dismissal Ruling, outlines the process that must be 

used to obtain payment.  I followed this procedure on my next CEA testing.  You 

guessed it. The payment was denied.  So the appeals process began again.  After 

the third denial in the process, I was allowed to present my case to an 

Administrative Law Judge in the Office of Medicare Hearings and Appeals.  This 

appeal was assigned No. 1-376998689.  The case was heard via telephone on March 

10, 2009.  The Judge praised by clear evidence, my thoroughness and my 

tenacity.  Two weeks later the Judge issued a favorable verdict.  The ruling is 

8 pages long.  I am including below, the analysis portion of the ruling.  If 

anyone is really interested, I will E-mail the entire document.   

 

                                 ANALYSIS 

 

           Pursuant to 42 C.F.R. § 410.32 and § 1862(a)(1)(A) of the Act, a 

diagnostic test is covered by Medicare if the test is ordered by a physician 

who is treating the beneficiary for a specific medical problem, the physician 

uses the test results in the management of the beneficiary's specific medical 

problem, the test is reasonable and necessary to treat the Beneficiary' illness 

or malformed body part, and the test is not expressly excluded from Medicare 

coverage. Under NCD 190.26, CEA must be a marker for the type of cancer 

involved in order to be covered by Medicare. NCD 190.26 provides further that 

although a test for a single tumor marker will "generally" suffice for 

following patients with malignancies, testing for more than one tumor marker 

may be medically reasonable and necessary under limited circumstances. 



  

The claim was denied by the QIC\on the basis that the test results were not 

submitted.  

The test results are in the record.  

The claim at issue qualifies for Medicare coverage and payment because the 

coverage criteria set forth in 42 C.F.R. § 410.32, § 1862(a)(1)(A) of the Act, 

and NCD 190.26 are established by the record. The CEA is a marker for MTC, as 

is calcitonin. The Appellant received a CEA test and a test for calcitonin to 

follow a specific medical problem -- his MTC. The Appellant's physician ordered 

the test and used the results of the CEA test in the management of the 

Appellant's MTC. The CEA test was reasonable and necessary, in addition to th 

test for calcitonin, because it helped rule out potential false or misleading 

calcitonin test results that can arise in patients with a history of Stage IV A 

Medullary carcinoma of the thyroid with persistent hypercalcitoninemia. The CEA 

test at issue enabled the Appellant's physician to accurately predict 

progression of the Appellant's disease. Thus, in this instance, the CEA test at 

issue was reasonable and necessary to treat the Appellant's MTC. 

  

 

The claim at issue qualifies for Medicare coverage and payment. The coverage 

criteria set forth in 42 C.F.R. § 410.32, § 1862(a)(l)(A) of the Act, and NCD 

190.26 are established by the record.  

The appeal is granted. A favorable decision is entered for the Appellant. The 

Contractor is directed to process the Appellant's claim in accordance with this 

decision.  
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   If you want Medicare to pay for your CEA testing, have your doctor write a 

letter explaining medical necessity in the management of you MTC.  Your 

provider  may need to be submitted  your test results with your claim.  If the 

claim is still denied,  submit appeals, and site the Dismissal  ruling and the 

Appeal ruling by number. 

     GOOD LUCK 

         DON 

PS.  If you would like a complete copy of the Judgement, 8 pages.  I will E-mail it to you.  
DONEVYHUNT@att.net. 


